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payment is left to each person's conscience.
Whilst there is not much regularity in the
payment, due credit must he given for the care
which Musahnans take of their poor/* This care
of the poor is not peculiar to the Muhammaclans.
The Hindus also charge themselves with the
support of their own poor* Each family looks
after its relations and no one need beg. Some
prefer to join the profession of begging for various
reasons, but the unwritten law compels the able-
bodied of a family to look after the disabled*
The Muhanunadans have several festivals. One
of the most striking is the Muharram, if it can be
termed a festival It is culled alter the name of
the first month in the Muslim year* It is a com*
memorative ceremony during which the people
mourn for the death of AH, the Prophet's son-
in-law, and Husuin and Hasan, the Prophet's
grandsons.
Ali was the fourth Khalif in succession to
Muhammad. He had received instruction orally
from the Prophet himself; and he followed closely
in the steps of the great teacher,
By this time the Muliammadans were divided,
and Ali had a rival in the person of Muavia, who
caused his assassination. The followers of Ali